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1. EMBASSY PLEASED TO NOTE FROM REFTEL THAT "NO IRS AGENTS 
HAVE BEEN IN BAHAMAS ON OPPICIALLY AUTHORIZED BUSINESS IN 
CONNECTION WITH PRODUCTION OF 60 MINUTES PROGRAM. WE 
REGRET THAT MESSAGE PAILED TO MAKE EXPLICIT THAT NO IRS 
AGENTS WERE HERE UNOPFICIALLY IN THIS CONNECTION OR OPPICIALLY 
OR UNOFFICIALLY ON ANY OTHER MATTER WITHOUT THE DEPARTMENT'S 
AND EMBASSY'S PRIOR KNOWLEDGE. 

2. PURSUANT TO PARA 3 OF REFTEL, EMBASSY DELIVERED THIS 
MORNING FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION TO HERALD EDITOR MICHAEL 
SYMONETTE: 

"THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS NOTED AN 
ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN VOLUME I, NUMBER 29 OP THE HERALD 
ALLEGING COLLUSION BETWEEN AN AGENT OP THE UNITED 
STATES INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AND THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM, PRODUCERS OP THE TELEVISION PROGRAM "60 MINUTES ". 

THE EMBASSY HEREBY CATEGORICALLY DENIES ANY SUCH COLLUSION 
AND WISHES TO EMPHASIZE THAT UNDER CURRENT PROCEDURES NO 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AGENT VISITS THE COMMONWEALTH OP 
THE BAHAMAS WITHOUT INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AND EMBASSY 
CLEARANCE." 

SYMONETTE’S COMMENTS AND INTENDED PUTURE ACTIONS ARE SUBJECT 
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3. EMBASSY ALSO INFORMED MINEXTAFF PERMSEC RUSSELL OF 
ABOVE COMMUNICATION AND REITERATED ORALLY OUR CATEGORICAL 
DENIAL OF COLLUSION. PERMSEC ALSO MADE AWARE THAT WE 
CONSIDER HERALD'S PUBLICATION OF THIS PALPABLY INACCURATE 
AND TENDENTIOUS ARTICLE MOST UNFORTUNATE AND UNTIMELY GIVEN 
THE "NATURE OF THE HERALD'S ROLE IN THE BAHAMAS " (I.E., 

PLP MOUTHPIECE) AND PARTICULARLY GIVEN RECENT CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN MINEXTAFF AND EMBASSY OFFICER TO EFFECT AN 
ORDERED AND ACCEPTABLE PROCEDURE FOR IRS TO CARRY OUT ITS 
LAWFUL MISSION IN BAHAMAS. RUSSELL, WHO PROFESSED NOT TO 
HAVE SEEN ARTICLE OR HEARD IT DISCUSSED, AGREED THAT ITS 
PUBLICATION WAS "ANYTHING BUT HELPFUL" AND ASSURED EMBASSY 
THAT "PEOPLE WITH WHOM EMBASSY HAD SPOKEN CONCERNING 
REGULARIZATION OF IRS PROCEDURES IN BAHAMAS (I.E., HIMSELF 
AND MINISTER ADDERLEY) HAD NO KNOWLEDGE WHATSOEVER OF 
HERALD'S INTENT TO PUBLISH ARTICLE. 

TAYLOR 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLEGATIONS, GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL, TELEVISION BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NASSAU01439 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760342-1196 
From: NASSAU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760973/aaaackgi.tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 223808 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUL 2004 by saccheem>; APPROVED <21 OCT 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NASSAU HERALD ALLEGATIONS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, CFED, BF, US, IRS, CBS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



